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FOR HIS FIRM'’S first project, Swiss
architect Benjamin Krampulz of Bkarch
gave new meaning to a barn-raising. A
pair of avid cross-country skiers asked
the architect to convert an 80-year-old
livestock barn—once the home of sheep,
cattle, and mounds of hay—into a mod-
ern getaway for themselves and guests.

The barn is located on a plateau in the
alpine village of Gluringen, Switzerland.
Due to the resiliency of the original
larch-wood frame, Krampulz found the
abandoned shed in remarkable condi-
tion; only the roof demanded repairs.
But to comply with the local fire code,
Krampulz moved the building away
from adjacent ones by an additional 16
feet. The architect also elevated it on a
concrete base to augment the ceiling
height on the ground level.

While maintaining the building’s
integrity, Krampulz nestled an inner,
irregularly shaped shell in the square
barn for both insulation and to create
unique functional spaces. “It’s like a
box in a box,” he said, “except you can
experience the voids where needed.”

The original entryway leads into a
space between the new and old struc-
tures and provides an area for skiers
to shed their gear. The lower level also
contains the bathroom, the master
bedroom, and storage. Upstairs, the
former hayloft was transformed into

living, dining, and kitchen spaces. A
loft above is used as a guest bedroom.

To maximize the pint-sized floor
plan (about 500 square feet), Krampulz
cleverly integrated storage into the
inner skin. The architect brought in
light with existing openings, but also
added strategic cuts where appropriate.
“I love working with the existing frame-
work because constraints generate the
project,” Krampulz said. “For me, it’s
more evident to give reason to things,
rather than do things because the end
result is beautiful.” m

"l View additional images at architecturalrecord.com.
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ARCHITECT BENJAMIN KRAMPULZ CONVERTS A FORMER
BARN INTO A SNUG ALPINE RETREAT. BY ANNA FIXSEN

The barn (above, left) has been lifted,
making room for the master bedroom.
A stair leads to the main level's living
spaces and a mezzanine that doubles
as a quest bedroom (above). For
panache, the architect stained the
interior fir cladding in acidic hues of
green, orange, and yellow (left).
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